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“To serve the public interest by promoting a high standard 
of legal services and professional conduct through the gov-
ernance and regulation of an independent legal profession.”
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When I became president of the LSA in February 2003, 
I set out to focus on two top priorities - information 
management and national mobility. I found over the 
past year that even though these were priorities, they 
were definitely not the only ones.

In 2003, the legal community witnessed dramatic 
changes, both at the federal and provincial level. I have 
always believed that change is good, as long as it makes 
sense and helps the right people, at the right time. 

Perhaps the most significant change that took place on 
the national level was the implementation of the na-
tional mobility agreement. Since the idea of increased 
lawyer mobility originated in Jasper, national mobility 
is a source of pride for Alberta lawyers. The agreement 
allows lawyers to practise with fewer restrictions in 
most jurisdictions in Canada. Although it is of great 
benefit to lawyers, the real winners in this agreement 
are the clients, whose needs in the global economy are 
changing more and more each day. National mobility 
is a tremendous step in the right direction and I am 
proud to have been part of such a memorable time in 
legal history.

Even though national mobility is regarded as a huge 
success, both for the lawyer and client, it does bring 
to the surface a number of related issues that Alberta 
lawyers need to look at. National mobility may call for 
other national programs, such as a national code of 
conduct, a national insurance program, a national 
governance model - and the list continues. This is a 
challenge that I see the Law Society of Alberta, as well 
as other Canadian law societies, dealing with over the 
coming years.

The LSA wants national mobility to help the public 
receive the highest standard of legal services they re-
quire from lawyers. To meet this standard, lawyers must 
have access to the most up to date information. Over 
the past year, the LSA encouraged all Alberta lawyers 
to use CanLII (www.canlii.org) as a research tool when 
practising law. Although still in its infancy, CanLII is 
strongly supported by the LSA as an alternative to com-
mercial databases and is targeted by the Federation of 
Law Societies of Canada to be the primary research tool 
for Canadian lawyers. In addition to supporting CanLII, 
the LSA took preliminary steps to develop a continuing 
professional development program for Alberta lawyers. 

With the belief that life-long learning is the cornerstone 
for a successful legal career, the LSA wants to assist 
and support lawyers in their professional development 
endeavours. These initiatives will continue in the new 
year.

Here in Alberta, more government policy issues are 
requiring the LSA to take a seat at the table and speak 
on behalf of the public’s right to have access to justice. 
We have actively done so, probably most publicly, dur-
ing the ongoing automobile insurance debate. We have 
consistently repeated that the public needs continued 
access to a justice system that fairly compensates in-
nocent victims. The Insurance Amendment Act, recently 
passed in the legislature, states that a $4000 cap will 
be placed on minor injuries. The definition of a minor 
injury has yet to be determined, and the LSA, along with 
other interested parties, will be working with the govern-
ment to iron out these and other details, while keeping 
the public interest at the forefront. 

Internally, the LSA developed a budget that enhanced 
programs, while keeping the 2004 membership fee 
(for active, practising members) at the same rate as in 
2003. We are also awaiting the results of the equity and 
diversity survey, expected to be released in February. 
The LSA assisted with this survey and it will be interest-
ing to see how the profession has or has not changed 
over the past 10 years. 

Two special events occurred during the year. The Media 
and The Law Seminar, now in its third consecutive year, 
was held in Edmonton in March. The event sold out, and 
participants were treated to a day at the University of 
Alberta Faculty Club, listening to stellar panelists and 
actively debating major issures, such as freedom of 
expression and publication bans. The 2004 seminar 
will also be very enticing, as we welcome Peter Kent, 
deputy editor and anchor for Global TV News, as the 
guest speaker. This event will take place in Red Deer 
on March 27.

The other event I was proud to be a part of, but sad-
dened, was awarding an honourary LSA membership to 
Shaf Kassam, an Edmonton articling student who had 
terminal cancer. During an emotional ceremony at the 
Court of Queen’s Bench, Justice Sheila Greckol, Dick 
Haldane, QC, (Shaf’s principal) and I spoke of Shaf’s 
courage, determination, and the positive influence 

he had on his colleagues, friends and family. As LSA 
president, and as a lawyer, this was one of the most 
memorable moments of my career. The ceremony, cov-
ered by all local media, took place on April 11. Shaf died 
on June 23, after taking a long Caribbean cruise with 
this wife and two-year old daughter. 

The new Calgary courthouse will hopefully become a 
reality. This is due to a great deal of hard work and 
determination of many members of the government, the 
judiciary and the legal community. Albertans who live 
in Calgary and the surrounding areas will have better 
access to justice facilities.

To thank all of the people who helped me in the last year 
is a daunting task. The benchers who served with me in 
2003 were an incredible group of intelligent, feisty and 
dedicated individuals. Whenever I asked anyone to give 
more of their time to issues that required the input of 
the LSA the answer was always “yes”. Our profession 
will remain self-governing only if our members continue 
to provide this unselfish leadership.

The staff at the LSA offices in Calgary and Edmonton are 
an exceptional group of very dedicated people. It is their 
standard of excellence that allows the benchers to serve 
the public interest by promoting a high standard of legal 
services and professional conduct.

For so many reasons, it is important that we have a 
self governing legal profession. The public needs to 
be able to talk to their lawyer, knowing that that the 
information will be kept confidential and they will 
receive competent legal advice. The public also has the 
LSA to turn to if they feel they have been mistreated in 
any way. This is the foundation of the regulation of the 
legal profession and we must continue to work hard for 
the public interest. 

Thanks to all of you for putting your trust in me and 
allowing me to serve you as your president.

President’s Report
          by Cheryl Gottselig, QC

LawSocietyofAlberta
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Back Row
David Percy, QC (Dean of Law, University of Alberta); Jim Peacock, QC; Morris Taylor (lay bencher); Charles Gardner, QC; Vaughn Myers, QC; Tudor Beattie, QC; Dale 
Spackman, QC; Brian Peterson, QC; Perry Mack, QC

Second Row
Tracy Brennan, QC; Doug McGillivray, QC; Patricia Hughes (Dean of Law, University of Calgary); Bradley Nemetz, QC; Yvonne Stanford (lay bencher); Mona Duckett, QC; 
Rhonda Ruston, QC; Everett Bunnell, QC; Juliana Topolniski, QC; W. Paul Sharek, QC

Front Row
Norma Sieppert (lay bencher); Wilf Willier (lay bencher); Larry Anderson, QC (President-Elect); Cheryl Gottselig, QC (President); Don Thompson (Executive Director); 
John Phillips, QC; John Holmes, QC

Missing
June Ross, QC
Vivian Stevenson

2003 Benchers of the Law Society of Alberta
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50 years at the Bar
This past year the Law Society of Alberta presented 
50 year service awards to 13 lawyers and members 
of the judiciary. These individuals were admitted to the 
bar in 1953 and are still active, practising lawyers in 
Alberta. The 50 year recognition awards are provided to 
members of the Alberta bar who have given 50 years of 
service to the profession, either as a member of the Law 
Society of Alberta or as a member of the judiciary.

 

2003 recipients were:
Walter Barron, QC
Harvey Bodner, QC
Louis A. Desrochers, QC
Thomas Duckworth, QC
Justice Robert Patrick Fraser
Garth Fryett, QC
Justice Ernest A. Hutchinson
Lawrence David MacLean, QC
Tom Mayson, QC
Alex MacIver, QC
The Honourable Kenneth Moore, QC
Vince O’Conner, QC
James MacKenzie Thomson, QC

One lawyer, William Howard, QC was honoured with 60 
years of service to the profession.

Honorary Membership
An honorary membership to the LSA was awarded on 
April 11 to articling student Shaf Kassam during a 
special sitting of the Court of Queen’s Bench. The 30 
year-old student had a terminal form of cancer and 
would not be able to complete his articles.

Presiding over the ceremony was Justice Sheila Greckol, 
who along with Cheryl Gottselig, QC, LSA president, 
commended Shaf for his determination and courage, 
noting his achievements and academic excellence by 
obtaining both his Bachelor of Laws and Masters of 
Business Administration degrees with grades at or near 
the top of his class.

Shaf’s principal at Parlee McLaws LLP, Dick Haldane, 
QC, made the request for Shaf to receive an honorary 

membership for his courage and determination. The 
benchers voted unanimously to award Shaf with the 
honorary call to the bar.

Shaf’s wife and two-year-old daughter, and hundreds of 
relatives, friends, co-workers and fellow law students 
crowded into the largest Court of Queen’s Bench court-
room to witness the special ceremony.

Shaf passed away on June 23, 2003.

Distinguished Service Awards
On March 7, the Law Society of Alberta and the Cana-
dian Bar Association - Alberta Branch recognized the 
distinguished service of five Alberta lawyers who display 
excellence in the legal profession. Congratulations to:

Dr. Richard Bauman - Legal Scholarship
Paul Drager - Service to the Community
Margaret A. Shone, QC - Service to the Community
Lorne E. Goddard, QC - Service to the Profession
H.J. Lyndon Irwin, QC - Service to the Profession

The Distinguished Service awards are presented each 
year at the Alberta Law Conference to recognize out-
standing contributions to community, the legal profes-
sion and in legal scholarship.

Highlights of the Year
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Media and Law Seminar
Publication bans and freedom of expression were 
heavily debated during the 2003 Media and Law Semi-
nar, hosted by the Law Society of Alberta on March 1 
in Edmonton. Over 120 lawyers and members of the 
judiciary and media gathered on a Saturday to take 
part in these discussions, as well as participate in a 
headline writing workshop. 

The morning session on freedom of expression lead to 
an exciting debate over the professionalism of media 
scrums on courthouse steps, and the place record-
ing devices have in the courtroom. The next session 
involved a lively discussion on the scope, legitimacy 
and necessity of, and issues surrounding, publication 
bans.

The sold-out event boasted names such as Lynda 
Steele, anchor for Global Television News as master 
of ceremonies, the Honourable Allan H. Lefever, pro-
vincial court judge (and former lawyer for media), and 
prominent justices and judges from the Court of Ap-
peal, Court of Queen’s Bench and the Provincial Court 
of Alberta. The event was sponsored by Fraser Milner 
Casgrain LLP, the Edmonton Sun and the Canadian Bar 
Association - Alberta Branch.

Equity and Diversity Survey
An equity and diversity survey of the legal profession 
addressing discrimination in the workplace on the ba-
sis of age, disability, race and sexual orientation was 
conducted in 2003. The survey, funded by the Alberta 
Law Foundation, was commissioned by the Joint Com-
mittee on Gender, Equality and Equity, which included 
representatives from the Canadian Bar Association 
- Alberta Branch, the Law Society of Alberta, the Uni-
versity of Alberta and the University of Calgary.

The survey featured four components: a survey of 
active members, a survey of inactive members, focus 
groups with active members and exit interviews with 
lawyers who move to the inactive list or leave the 
practice of law entirely. Conducted by Guyn Cooper 
Research Associates and Dr. Joan Brockman of Simon 
Fraser University, and funded by the Alberta Law Foun-
dation, the survey is expected to illustrate changes 
since the first survey, which was conducted in 1991, 
and provide a baseline study on other barriers in the 
legal profession. Results will be available in 2004.

Insurance Debate
Change to the automobile insurance rate system was 
one of the hottest topics in 2003, involving insurance 

companies, the government, the public and lawyers. 
The Law Society of Alberta, in representing the public 
interest, was at the table, along with the Alberta Civil 
Trial Lawyers’ Association, the Canadian Bar Associa-
tion and the Insurance Bureau of Canada, to develop 
a solution that ensures fair outcomes for Albertans. 
Throughout the debate, which saw insurance premi-
ums frozen for much of 2004, the LSA maintains that 
whatever changes are made, Albertans must still have 
access to a justice system that fairly compensates 
automobile accident victims. The debate continues 
in 2004.

Mobility
The much talked about national mobility arrived 
in Alberta in June 2003, when the benchers ap-
proved rule changes allowing for lawyers in 
jurisdictions that permit mobility, to practise in Al-
berta, with few restrictions. Highlights are as follows:

• Lawyers may work in other participating 
jurisdictions for up to 100 days in 
a calendar year, without obtaining a 
permit. This replaces the 6 in 12 rule 
that existed within the western provinces. 
After 100 days, the lawyer will have to 
obtain a permit to continue working in 
that jurisdiction, or become a member of 
that law society. The lawyer must meet 
certain requirements, such as having no 
existing disciplinary or criminal record, 
be entitled to practise law in their home 
jurisdiction and be fully insured.

• If a lawyer develops an economic 
nexus with another jurisdiction, such 
as establishing an office, residence, 
or opening a trust account in another 
jurisdiction, that lawyer must become a 
member of that law society.

• A lawyer wanting to become a member in 
a signatory jurisdiction is not generally 
required to write transfer examinations, 
provided that the lawyer is, at the time 
of transfer, (i) entitled to practise law 
(ii) in a national mobility agreement 
jurisdiction (iii) of which the lawyer 
is a member. Lawyers are required to 
read various materials, familiarizing 
themselves with the law of that 
jurisdiction.

• Only jurisdictions that have signed and 
implemented the agreement will be able 
to take advantage of the new mobility 
provisions.

National mobility is in place to help the public receive 
the legal services they require from lawyers, while 
at the same time maintain the high integrity of the 
profession.

Continuing Professional Development
Many lawyers engage in professional development of 
many forms, such as learning new practice skills, tak-
ing LESA courses, and enhancing customer relations 
and office management expertise. There is, however, 
no formal program for lawyers to refine or update 
their skills, as most regulated professions have. 
To assist and support lawyers in their professional 
development endeavors, the Law Society of Alberta 
struck a committee to examine the possibility of 
having a continuing professional development pro-
gram for lawyers. Over the next year, the committee 
will be looking at developing a vision and policy 
foundation for continuing professional development, 
studying various continuing professional development 
initiatives and models from other professions and 
jurisdictions and looking at current initiatives already 
in place. The committee will also identify and engage 
key stakeholders, consider cost factors and regularly 
report progress to the benchers.

No increase in active member fee
The annual fee for active members remained at $990 
plus GST, the same amount as last year. The benchers 
were able to freeze the annual fee for a number of 
reasons, including achieving a sizeable surplus over 
the last year, which was passed on to members for the 
next budget year. The Law Society of Alberta also made 
changes to its processes and procedures that resulted 
in significant cost savings last year.

LawSocietyofAlbertaAnnual Report 2003
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Larissa Katz BA, LLB attained her Bachelor of Arts, 
with honours, from the University of Alberta in 1996, 
her Bachelor of Laws from the University of Alberta in 
2000 and is currently working toward her LLM at Yale 
Law School.

Peter D. Banks BA, LLB attained his Bachelor of Educa-
tion, with distinction, from the University of Alberta in 
1997, his Bachelor of Laws, with distinction, from the 
University of Alberta in 2002 and is currently pursuing 
graduate studies in law at St. Johns College, Oxford.

Freeman Bursary
Adam Letourneau, a University of Alberta law student, 
was the first recipient of the Peter Freeman, QC, Bur-
sary for Indigenous Students in Law. An avid volunteer, 
Adam dedicates his time to a number of organizations 
including Student Legal Services of Edmonton, the 
Aboriginal Law Students’ Association, the Cannons 
of Construction (law school newspaper), the Faculty 
of Law Oratory Association and the Faculty of Law 
Environmental Club.

The bursary was created in 2001 in honour of Peter 
Freeman, QC, who served as the Law Society of 
Alberta’s executive director from 1989 until his retire-
ment in 2001. The principal amount of the bursary 
was established through generous donations from the 
legal community and the Law Society of Alberta.

Each year the bursary is awarded to a law student at 
the University of Calgary and University of Alberta who 
is of aboriginal descent. The University of Calgary will 
begin to award the annual bursary in 2004.

Viscount Bennett Awards
Alberta graduate students Benjamin Berger, Larissa 
Katz and Peter Banks were the recipients of the 2003 
Viscount Bennett Scholarships. The scholarships are 
funded from a trust fund established by the Honour-
able Viscount Bennett. The annual awards for post-
graduate studies in law are presented to individuals 
who are dedicated to their community and profession 
and wish to further their legal education.

Benjamin Berger BA, LLB attained his Bachelor of Arts 
with first class honours from the University of Alberta 
in 1999, his Bachelor of Laws from the University of 
Alberta in 2002 and is currently in pursuit of his LLM 
at Yale Law School.

LawSocietyofAlberta Annual Report 2003
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Regulation of the Legal Profession
All lawyers practising law in Alberta and Alberta law-
yers practising law in other jurisdictions are expected 
to conduct themselves in accordance with the Legal 
Profession Act, the Code of Professional Conduct and 
the Rules of the Law Society of Alberta. Conduct that 
breaches any of these standards is dealt with through a 
variety of procedures.

Part 3 of the Legal Profession Act provides a number of 
procedures, including informal and formal complaint 
processes, investigations and reviews by various 
committees.

Each procedure has specific outcomes. Collectively 
they range from dismissal of a complaint to disbar-
ment. Some of the relevant statistics for the various 
processes are as follows: 

Inquiries and Complaints Statistics
Number of Inquiries and Complaints in 2003
Broken down by area of law

Report on Regulation

Conduct Department Statistics for 2003    
    
      2003 2002 2001 
 
General Inquiries and Complaints received by Complaints Officers: 3450 3457 3359  
      
Opened as Formal Complaints:     115 113 114
   : complaints by the public     57 53 40
   : complaints by lawyers      30 28 22
   : complaints initiated by LSA     28 32 52  
      
Dismissed at Administrative Level:     45 37 42
         
Directed to Investigation:     8 9 27
         
Referred to Conduct Committee Panel    69 93 86 
   : Dismissed by Conduct Committee Panel    21 18 23  
   : Directed to Hearing      41 53 35  
   : Directed to Mandatory Conduct Advisory*    14 21 17  
   : Directed to Practice Review      9 20 7
   : Appeals Filed Against Dismissal     20 12 10  
    
*Directed to informal discipline process.
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Calgary Edmonton

Rest of Alberta All of Alberta

Practising Lawyers by Location as of December 31, 2003 

Hearing Statistics for 2003

Completed Hearings – 11
Hearings proceeded and members received penalties of some or all of the following:  
reprimands, fines, costs of hearing, referrals, etc.

Suspensions – 5
Hearings proceeded and members were suspended and penalties may also include 
fines, costs of hearing, etc.

Disbarments – 2
Hearings proceeded and members were disbarred.

7

Resignation Applications (Disbarments) – 4 
Resignation Applications accepted pursuant to Section 61 of the Legal Profession Act 
(resigned in the face of discipline, thus disbarred).

Dismissal of Charges – 2

Discontinued Hearings – 1



Report from the
Alberta Lawyers Insurance Association

LawSocietyofAlbertaAnnual Report 2003

The LSA’s professional liability insurance arm, the Alberta Lawyers Insurance Association, welcomed a new director of insurance in 2003. Lisa Sabo, a lawyer, joined ALIA after 
working in the insurance industry for several years and has quickly become an effective and valuable administrator of the insurance program.

ALIA continues to meet the needs of Alberta lawyers for comprehensive cost effective insurance coverage. In spite of growing membership, managing claims continues to be a 
productive and efficient service to the members of the LSA.

ALIA has benefited from efficiencies and favourable claims experience, to the extent that the Canadian Lawyers Insurance Association declared a $3 million credit in 2003. This was 
one factor in determining the annual insurance levy for Alberta lawyers.

Financial Statistics
Total Incurred 
July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003 
Fiscal Year 2003 Unaudited

Expenses     $3,691,687 

Claims Paid      7,690,146
 

Total      $11,381,833 

Number of Lawyers      4,837
 

Total per insured lawyer      $2,353
 

Number of paid claims      184
 

Average paid per claim     $41,794 
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Assurance Fund
The LSA operates an Assurance Fund to protect the public against losses caused when a lawyer misappropriates or wrongfully converts money or other property.  Every active member 
pays an annual assurance levy to fund the operation of the Assurance Fund.
 
During the 2003 fiscal year, $3,700 of claims were paid from the Assurance Fund (2002 - $138,400).  The reserve for potential claims was set at $2,216,000 for the fiscal year 
(2002 - $683,000).  The fund purchases an indemnity bond each year as part of its program of risk management.  The current bond is for $10,000,000 of claims, with the fund 
paying the first $1,000,000 in claims.
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2003 Standing Committees
Audit 
Yvonne Stanford (Chair)
Dale Spackman (Vice Chair)
John Phillips
Robert V. T. Boyden
Walter Mis
Raylene Palichuk
Robert Roth
Shauna Hollingsworth (LSA)
Don Thompson (LSA)
Peggy Stevenson (LSA)
Steve Dyer (LSA)

Civil Practice Advisory
John Holmes (Chair)
June Ross (Vice Chair)
Perry Mack
John Phillips
Rhonda Ruston
Peter L. Freeman
Virginia May
Peter Michalyshyn
Doreen Mueller
Paul J. Stein
Vivian R. Stevenson (Rules of Court ex officio)
Heather Treacy
Everett L. Bunnell (Rules of Court ex officio)
Diana J. Lowe (Canadian Forum on Civil Justice, 
ex officio)
Justice Paul Belzil (Ad Hoc Member)
Don Thompson (LSA)
Lindsay MacDonald (LSA)

Code Subcommittee
(sub-committee of Professional Responsibility)
Bradley Nemetz (Chair)
Tracy Brennan (Vice Chair) 
Paul Sharek 
Ronald J. Everard
Frederick R. Fenwick
Alan D. Fielding
Lois MacLean
Paul McLaughlin (LSA)
Jennifer Rothery (LSA)

Communications 
Vaughn Myers (Chair)
Tracy Brennan (Vice Chair)
Charles Gardner
Brian Peterson
Dale Spackman
Brian J. Evans
Cynthia Murphy
Michelle Somers
Gary W. Wanless
Virginia Engel (CBA)

Don Thompson (LSA)
Eileen Dooley (LSA)

Conduct 
Doug McGillivray (Chair)
Brian Peterson (Vice Chair)
Larry Anderson
Tudor Beattie
Mona Duckett
John Holmes
Perry Mack
Paul Sharek
June Ross
Yvonne Stanford
Morris Taylor
Wilf Willier
Glenda A. Campbell
Mae L. Chow
Michelle Crighton
Dragana Sanchez Glowicki
David P. Jones
John S.D. Kong
Victor Vogel 
Lindsay MacDonald (LSA)
Darlene Hutchinson (LSA)

Corporate and Commercial Advisory
Dale Spackman (Chair)
Charles Gardner (Vice Chair)
Tudor Beattie
Clarke Barnes
Dennis Denis
Andrew J. Hladyshevsky
H. Martin Kay
Denise Dunn McMullen
Debra J. Poon
Steve Raby
Bogumil Romanko
David Ross
David J.Stratton
Michael Whitt
Keith Yamauchi
Don Thompson (LSA)

Credentials and Education
Mona Duckett (Chair)
Tracy Brennan (Vice-Chair)
Charles Gardner
Perry Mack
Jim Peacock
Brian Peterson
Norma Sieppert
Dale Spackman
Morris Taylor
Colleen Cebuliak
Moosa Jiwaji

Trish Kumpf
Harvey Steblyk
Dean Patricia Hughes (U of C)
John M. Law 
Hugh A. Robertson (LESA)
Tanya McCullough (LSA)

Criminal Practice Advisory
Vaughn Myers (Chair)
Tudor Beattie (Vice Chair)
Brian Peterson
Wilf Willier
Cathy G. Lane-Goodfellow
Deborah R. Hatch
J. Joseph Markey
S. Peter MacKenzie
Joanne Perozak
Wesley Smart
Mark T. C. Tyndale
Neil Wiberg
Lindsay MacDonald (LSA)
Kellie McKeil (LSA)

Electronic Commerce
(subcommittee of Corporate and Commercial Advisory)
Dale Spackman (Chair)
John Holmes (Vice Chair)
Cindy J. Roberts
Steven Bilodeau
Michael Whitt
Don Thompson (LSA)
Paul McLaughlin (LSA)

Family Law Advisory
Rhonda Ruston (Chair)
Richard O’Gorman (Vice Chair)
Barbara Krahn
Jean McBean
Allan Maitland
Leonard Pollock
Tony Richard
Wendy Rollins
Victor T. Tousignant
Kathy Whitburn (LSA)
Shonet Arsenault (LSA)

Equality, Equity and Diversity
June Ross, Chair
Rhonda Ruston (Vice Chair)
Everett Bunnell
John Holmes
Yvonne Stanford
Wilf Willier
Judy D. Daniels
Martin S. Kaga
Sandra Mah

Laurel Watson
Ian A. Zaharko
Jennifer Koshan (U of C) 
Gerry Gall (U of A)
M.E.A.(Beth) Miller (CBA)
Jeanne Byron (Equity Ombudsperson)
Don Thompson (LSA)
Susan Billington (LSA)

Finance
Jim Peacock (Chair)
John Phillips (Vice Chair)
Tudor Beattie
John Holmes
Charles Gardner
Vaughn Myers
Bradley Nemetz
Norma Sieppert
Wilf Willier
John T. Henderson
Lindsay J. Holmes
Robert A. Philp
James S. Steel
L. Diane Young
Don Thompson (LSA)
Peggy Stevenson (LSA)
Steve Dyer (LSA)
Lesley McCarty (LSA)

Insurance
Charles Gardner (Chair)
Perry Mack (Vice Chair)
Larry Anderson
Bradley Nemetz
Paul Sharek
Walter Kubitz
Anne Kirker
L. M. Alison Lees
Vivian Stevenson
Doug Stokes
David R. Syme
Phyllis A. L. Smith (CLIA Chair)
Kenneth G. Nielsen (CLIA)
Lisa Sabo (ALIA)
Margaret Bayerle (ALIA)
Colleen Beatty (ALIA)
Trevor Bozzer (ALIA)
Jackie Hickey (ALIA)
Bill Little (ALIA)
Georges Tambay (ALIA)
Nancy Stenson (ALIA)

Joint Library
Perry Mack (Chair)
Larry Anderson
Jim Peacock
Yvonne Stanford
Peter Freeman
M. Francine Swanson
Mona Pearce (Alberta Justice)
Andrzej Nowacki (Alberta Justice)

Practice Review
Morris Taylor (Chair)
Bradley Nemetz (Vice Chair)
Tudor Beattie
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Tracy Brennan
Everett Bunnell
John Holmes
Vaughn Myers
Brian Peterson
Dale Spackman
Vivian Stevenson
Wilf Willier
Geoff Green
Denise Harwardt
Doug L. Kennedy
Raymond T. Lee
Gillian Marriott
John Middleton
Tracey Stock
Richard (Dick) W. Wilson
Barbara Cooper (LSA)
Merry Rogers (LSA)
Vicky Blaine (LSA)

Pro Bono
Perry Mack (Chair)
Norma Sieppert (Vice Chair)
Douglas McGillivray
June Ross
Dale Spackman
Yvonne Stanford
Michelle Crighton
Nadine Nesbitt
Jeffrey D. Wise
Susan Billington (LSA)

Professional Responsibility
Paul Sharek (Chair)
Everett Bunnell (Vice Chair)
John Holmes
Doug McGillivray
Norma Sieppert
Dale Spackman
Yvonne Stanford
Alison Dempsey
David Hicks
John M. Law
Corinna Lee
Frederica L. Schutz
Eric Tolppanen
Kenneth J. Warren
Anthony G. Young
Lindsay MacDonald (LSA)
Paul McLaughlin (LSA)
Jennifer Rothery (LSA)

Unauthorized Practice of Law
Tracy Brennan (Chair)
June Ross (Vice Chair)
Vaughn Myers
John Phillips
Wilf Willier
Farrel Shadlyn
M. E. A. (Beth) Miller
Mark Tims
Steve Bach (LSA)
Greg Busch (LSA)
Lindsay MacDonald (LSA)
Melanie Ware (LSA)

Alberta Registries Liaison
Steve Raby (Chair)
Jack Dunphy
Lyndon Irwin
Sonny Mirth
Rex Nielsen
Christine Rapp
David Stratton
Susan Billington (LSA)
 
Alberta Conveyancing Advisory Committee
Steve Raby (Chair) 
Charles Gardner
Sonny Mirth
Lyndon Irwin
Pat Bishop 
Chris Warren
Randall Thiessen
Steve Shavers
Heather Bonnycastle
Louise Eccelston 
Don Homer
Gary Kaskiw
Phyllis Smith
Linda Wright
Don Thompson (LSA)
Susan Billington (LSA)
Sarah Brickett (LSA)
Margrett George (Law Society of British Columbia)
Su Forbes (Law Society of British Columbia)
Ron Usher (Law Society of British Columbia)
Marilyn Billinkoff (Law Society of Manitoba)
Kate Craton (Law Society of Manitoba)
Herb Peters (Law Society of Manitoba)
Randy Baker (Law Society of Saskatchewan)
Tom Schoenhoffer (Law Society of Saskatchewan)
Ralston Alexander 
Ian Durrell
Patrick Mahoney

Ancillary Business & Multidisciplinary Practice
Ken Nielsen (Chair)
June Ross
Elwood Johnson
Corinne Peterson
Barbara Snowdon
William H. Smith
Laura Sugimoto
J. Philip Warner
Susan Billington (LSA)
 
Bench & Bar Committee
Mona Duckett (Chair)
Jim Peacock
Virginia Engel
Kenneth G. Nielsen

 
Calgary Law Court Core Consultative Committee
Alain Hepner
Jim Peacock
 
Certification of Paralegals (agents) Subcommittee
Everett Bunnell (Chair)
Rhonda Ruston
Norma Sieppert
June Ross
Morris Taylor
Bart Rosborough

Civility Initiative Steering Committee
Paul Sharek (Chair)
John Holmes
Bradley Nemetz
Mona Duckett
Professor J. Chris Levy
Eric McAvity [phone 403-678-5823]
Graham Price
Hugh Robertson - LESA
Brenda L. Stothert-Kennedy
Barry Vogel (LSA)
Paul McLaughlin (LSA)
 
Claims Committee
Donald Boyer
Joseph Brumlik
Douglas A. McGillivray
A.(Sandy) G. McKay
Shelley L. Miller
Kenneth G. Nielsen
Gwen K. Randall
Gerry F. Scott
Phyllis A. L. Smith
Doug Stokes
Walter Kubitz
Sarah Brickett (LSA)

Court-Annexed Mediation
Paul Sharek (Chair)
Everett Bunnell
James S. Peacock
 
Continuing Professional Development
Cheryl Gottselig (Chair)
Brad Nemetz
John Phillips
Hugh Robertson
Vivian Stevenson
Morris Taylor
Paul McLaughlin (LSA)
Susan Billington (LSA)
Don Thompson (LSA)

2003 Ad Hoc Committees
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Court Technology
Vivian Stevenson (Chair)
Larry Anderson
Tudor Beattie
Dawn Janecke
 
Early Case Resolution Committee
Mona Duckett
 
Election Rules Committee
James S. Peacock (Chair)
Douglas McGillivray
John Phillips
Alan Fielding
Don Thompson (LSA)
 
Finance Task Force – 
Payment to Third Parties
Brad Nemetz (Chair)
Tracy Brennan
Charlie Gardner
Doug McGillivray
Jim Peacock
Norma Sieppert
James S. Steel
Don Thompson (LSA)

Complaints Against Prosecutors
Brian Peterson (Chair)
Tudor Beattie
Mona Duckett
Ken Nielsen
Lindsay MacDonald (LSA)

National Mobility Implementation
Douglas McGillivray (Chair)
Juliana Topoloniski
Mona Duckett
Perry Mack
Paul Sharek
Hugh Robertson (LESA)
 
Representatives on Consultation 
Committee for Single Trial Court Project
Larry Anderson - representing Edmonton criminal 
law
Everett Bunnell – representing Calgary and civil law
Yvonne Stanford – representing the public
John Holmes – representing smaller centers in 
Alberta
 
Western Code Review
Charlie Gardner

Advisory Committee on Judicial 
Appointments for Alberta  Paul Sharek

Alberta Business Corporations Act Andrew J. Hladyshevsky

Alberta Law Foundation  Mona Duckett
  J. David Steele

Alberta Law Reform Institute                  Alan D. Macleod

ASSIST Board  Tracy Brennan

Canadian Bar Association – Alberta 
  President Cheryl C. Gottselig
  President-Elect Larry Anderson
  Executive Director Don Thompson

Canadian Institute of Resource Law M. Francine Swanson

Canadian Legal Information Institute – CanLII    Peter L. Freeman

Canadian Research Institute for Law & Family Wendy Best

Canadian Lawyers Insurance Association 
  Chair CLIA Phyllis A. L. Smith
  Chair, Insurance               Charles Gardner
  CLIA Board Kenneth G. Nielsen

Corporate Counsel – Pro Bono Initiative      Bruce Churchill-Smith

Editorial Board/CBA Newsletter Eileen Dooley
  Tracy Brennan

Equality and Respect Committee, 
Law Faculty, U of A  Mona Duckett

Federation of Law Societies of Canada  
  President Cheryl C. Gottselig
  President-Elect Larry Anderson
  Board of Directors Peter J. Royal

         Pro Tem Board of Directors         Kenneth G. Nielsen

Federation Legal Aid Committee Vaughn Myers

Federation National Multidisciplinary 
Partnerships Committee  Kenneth G. Nielsen

Federation National Committee on Accreditation   
Don Thompson

Liaison to College of Physicians & Surgeons 
& Alberta Medical Association                  Anthony L. Friend
  Peter L. Freeman

Judicial Liaison Committee               
  President Elect                 Larry Anderson

Law Faculty Council - U of C  Tracy Brennan
                                 - U of A  Brian Peterson

Legal Aid Family Law Pilot Project 
Advisory Committee                  Rhonda Ruston

Deborah A. Miller

Legal Aid Nominating Committee
 – Board of Directors   Mona T. Duckett
    Alain Hepner

Legal Aid Governance Structure                 Larry Anderson
  Paul Sharek

Legal Education Society of Alberta Brian Peterson
  Don Thompson

Legislative Review Committee (CBA)           E. (Sonny) Mirth

Notaries Public Review Committee Ian B. Kay

Provincial Judicial Council  
     President Cheryl C. Gottselig
 President-Elect                Larry Anderson

Rules of Court Committee Vivian Stevenson
           Everett L. Bunnell

Tax Consultative Group Donald Cherniawsky

Unified Family Court  Implementation 
Committee   Rhonda Ruston
  Victor Tousignant

Uniform Law Conference of Canada     Neil C. Wittmann

Viscount Bennett Scholarship Committee  
  President                      Cheryl C. Gottselig

President-Elect                   Larry Anderson
 Chair, Education                   Mona Duckett
  Dean of Law U of C            Patricia Hughes
  Dean of Law U of A David Percy
 Executive Director                Don Thompson

2003 Special Committees 
& Representatives to Other Bodies
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Assets               2003           2002

Current assets     $4,201,671   $2,056,166 
Investments        6,782,961   8,104,619 
Trust assets            452,583   395,707 
Capital assets           849,739   711,680 
  
Total Assets     $12,286,954                     $11,268,172 
  
Liabilities  
  
Current liabilities        $632,774   $495,231 
Reserve for claims and related costs      2,216,000   683,000 
Pension Plan payable          298,806   255,118 
Deferred rent           136,432   253,384 
Trust liabilities          452,583   395,707 
  
Total Liabilities       3,736,595   2,082,440 
  
Fund Balances  
  
Invested in capital assets          849,739   711,680 
Externally restricted funds  
   Contingency reserve        4,100,474   5,283,237 
   Scholarship reserve          772,713   743,910 
Unrestricted funds       2,827,433   2,446,905 
  
Total Fund Balances       8,550,359   9,185,732 
  
Total Liabilities and Fund Balances   $12,286,954                     $11,268,172 

LawSocietyofAlbertaAnnual Report 2003

LSA Condensed Financial Statements  October 31, 2003

Revenue                2003 2002
  
Practice fees     $9,018,441   $7,982,784 
Investment and other income         944,094   628,671 
Management fee          660,681   288,096 
Enrolment and application fees         292,662   297,353 
Other             36,480   51,396 
Fines and penalties            23,994   46,425 
Computer allocation                     -     106,800 
  
Total Revenue     10,976,352   9,401,525 
  
Expenses  
  
Corporate costs       2,480,361   2,668,810 
Departments and programs      6,164,422   5,671,428 
Provision (recovery) for claims and related costs     1,532,590   (108,333)
Grants and contributions        1,049,926   811,789 
Bencher and other committee meetings         354,426   400,250 
Scholarships            30,000   51,000 
  
Total Expenses      11,611,725   9,494,944 
  
Deficiency of revenue over expenses for the year      (635,373)  (93,419)
  
Fund Balances - beginning of year       9,185,732   9,279,151 
  
Fund Balances - end of year     $8,550,359   $9,185,732  

Condensed Balance Sheet
as at October 31, 2003

Law Society of Alberta Condensed Financial Statements
October 31, 2003

To the Members of the Law Society of Alberta

The accompanying summarized balance sheet and statement of revenue, expenses and fund balances are derived from the complete financial statements of the Law Society of 
Alberta as at October 31, 2003 and for the year then ended on which we expressed an opinion without reservation in our report dated December 10, 2003.  The fair summarization 
of the complete financial statements is the responsibility of management. Our responsibility, in accordance with the applicable Assurance Guideline of The Canadian Institute of 
Chartered Accountants, is to report on the summarized financial statements.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements fairly summarize, in all material respects, the related complete financial statements in accordance with the criteria 
described in Guideline referred to above.

The summarized financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required by Canadian generally accepted accounting principles. Readers are cautioned that these state-
ments may not be appropriate for their purposes.  For more information on the entity’s financial position, results of operations and cash flows, reference should be made to the 
related complete financial statements.

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Chartered Accountants
December 10, 2003

Condensed Statement of
Revenue, Expenses and Fund Balances
For the year ended October 31, 2003
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ALIA Condensed Financial Statements  June 30, 2003
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Condensed Balance Sheet
as at June 30, 2003

The Alberta Lawyers Insurance Association Condensed Financial Statements
June 30, 2003

To the Directors of the Alberta Lawyers Insurance Association

The accompanying summarized balance sheet and statement of revenue, expenses and net assets are derived from the complete financial statements of the Alberta Lawyers 
Insurance Association as at June 30, 2003 and for the year then ended on which we expressed an opinion without reservation in our report dated October 22, 2003.  The fair sum-
marization of the complete financial statements is the responsibility of management. Our responsibility, in accordance with the applicable Assurance Guideline of The Canadian 
Institute of Chartered Accountants, is to report on the summarized financial statements.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements fairly summarize, in all material respects, the related complete financial statements in accordance with the criteria 
described in the Guideline referred to above.

The summarized financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required by Canadian generally accepted accounting principles. Readers are cautioned that these state-
ments may not be appropriate for their purposes.  For more information on the entity’s financial position, results of operations and cash flows, reference should be made to the 
related complete financial statements.

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Chartered Accountants
October 22, 2003

Condensed Statement of
Revenue, Expenses and Net Assets

Assets                     2003     2002
          

Current assets                                                               $21,042,885                    $15,489,492 
Investments                             44,830,151   44,762,229 
Capital assets                  16,910       6,900 
  
Total Assets                         $65,889,946                    $60,258,621 
  
Liabilities  
  
Current liabilities          14,819,191   13,668,497 
Reserve for claims and related costs         33,938,000   29,590,000 
  
Total Liabilities           48,757,191   43,258,497 
  
Net Assets - unrestricted           17,132,755   17,000,124 
  
Total Liabilities and Net Assets       $65,889,946                     $60,258,621

Revenue         2003                                 2002
  

Annual levy     $13,447,698                       $8,425,784 
Investment income      3,196,270                         1,544,504 
  
Total Revenue      16,643,968                         9,970,288 
  
Expenses  
  
Provision for claims and related costs      15,200,611                         4,158,449 
Premium paid to
Canadian Lawyers Insurance Association      2,737,999                         1,699,153 
Operating expenses      1,592,676                            898,861 
Loss prevention     52,130                              58,480 
  
Total Expenses     19,583,416                         6,814,943 
  
(Deficiency) excess of revenue over expenses  
  for the period before the following      (2,939,448)                         3,155,345 
  
Premium Credit      3,072,079                         1,029,643 
  
Excess of revnue over expenses for the period      132,631                         4,184,988 
  
Net Assets - beginning of period      17,000,124                       12,815,136 
  
Net Assets - end of period      $17,132,755                     $17,000,124 
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2003 Benchers of the Law Society of Alberta
Larry Anderson, QC (President-Elect)
Tudor Beattie, QC
Tracy Brennan, QC
Everett Bunnell, QC
Mona Duckett, QC
Charles Gardner, QC
Cheryl Gottselig, QC (President)
John Holmes, QC
Perry Mack, QC
Doug McGillivray, QC
Vaughn Myers, QC
Bradley Nemetz, QC
Jim Peacock, QC

Management Team
Don Thompson, QC, Executive Director
Steven Dyer, Chief Financial Officer
Lindsay McDonald, QC, Senior Counsel
Greg Busch, Director of Lawyer Conduct
Lisa Sabo, Director of Insurance
Nona Cameron, Director of Human Resources and Administration

Brian Peterson, QC
John Phillips, QC
June Ross, QC (Judicial Appointment - November 2003)
Rhonda Ruston, QC
Norma Sieppert (lay bencher)
W. Paul Sharek, QC
Dale Spackman, QC
Yvonne Stanford (lay bencher)
Vivian Stevenson (Effective April 2003)
Morris Taylor (lay bencher)
Juliana Topolniski, QC (Judicial Appointment - April 2003)
Wilf Willier (lay bencher)

LawSocietyofAlbertaAnnual Report 2003
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LawSocietyofAlberta

Calgary Office (Main)
#600, 919 - 11th Avenue S.W.

Calgary, Alberta T2R 1P3
Telephone: (403) 229-4700
1-800-661-9003 (Toll Free)

Fax: (403) 228-1728

Edmonton Office
Scotia Place Tower 2

201, 10060 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3R8
Telephone: (780) 429-3343
1-800-272-8839 (Toll Free)

Fax: (780) 424-1620

www.lawsocietyalberta.com

Lawyer Referral Service  (403) 228-1722 (Calgary)
    1-800-661-1095 (Toll Free)

Jeanne Byron, Equity Ombudsperson (780) 429-3939 (Edmonton)
    1-800-429-3939 (Toll Free)

For all other enquiries please contact the main switchboard in Calgary.


